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1 . Claims 1-8 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claim 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rose et al. (5,752,244) (hereinafter Rose). 

4. As per claim 1 , Rose teaches a server system that provides a web site for 
accepting a request for reading a file issued from a terminal of a user via network 
to read out said request file, and for transferring the file to said terminal of the 
user, comprising: 

Identification information accepting means for prompting a user to enter 
his/her identification information and for accepting the entered user identification 
information when the user requests access to said web site (e.g. col. 13, lines 
47-60); 

Identification information storage means for storing there-into the accepted user 
identification information for a predetermined time period (e.g. col. 7, lines 40- 
50); and classification means for classifying the user specified based on the 
accepted identification information into any one of predetermined plural groups in 
accordance with a counting result obtained by counting a number of the 
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identification information storage means, which is agreed with the identification 
information of the user accepted by the identification information accepting 
means (e.g. col. 7, lines 25-50 "mmf_staff table" and col. 9, line 17, "mmf_asset 
table"). The classification information is tracked by the userjevel variable in 
mmf_staff table and the hit count (usage) for each user is tracked by the 
usage_count variable in mmf_asset table. 

5. As per claim 5, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. Claims 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rose in view of Brown et al. (5,941 ,947) (hereinafter Brown). 

8. As per claim 2, Rose doesn't specifically show a server system wherein: 
Said plurality of groups are composed of a first group and a second group; 
and 

The classification means classifies the user specified by the accepted 
identification information into the first group in the case that the number of the 
identification information agreed with the accepted identification information is 
larger than, or equal to a predetermined reference value and classifies the user 
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specified by the accepted identification information into the second group in the 
case that the number of the identification information agreed with the accepted 
identification information is smaller than the predetermined reference value. 
Brown teaches a server system wherein: 

Said plurality of groups are composed of a first group and a second group 

(e.g. col. 2 and 3, lines 59-67 &1-10 respectively); and 
The classification means classifies the user specified by the accepted 
identification information into the first group in the case that the number of the 
identification information agreed with the accepted identification information is 
larger than, or equal to a predetermined reference value and classifies the user 
specified by the accepted identification information into the second group in the 
case that the number of the identification information agreed with the accepted 
identification information is smaller than the predetermined reference value (e.g. 
col. 2 and 3, lines 59-67 &1-10 respectively). Users can be individual users or 
groups of users and the access right tokens are numeric values that will allow 
access to material and files or deny such actions. It would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
Brown with Rose. The motivation would have been to provide for a numerical 
threshold value for accessing and tracking file accesses for the purpose of 
rewarding frequent users of the server. 

9. As per claim 6, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 



Application/Control Number: 09/863,881 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2154 

10. Claims 3 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rose in view of Brown as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of 
Hirata et al. (6,219,701) (hereinafter Hirata). 

11. As per claim 3, Rose even when combined with Brown do not specifically 
teach a server system wherein said server system is further comprised of: log 
information recording means for recording thereon information related to the 
request for reading the file issued from the terminal of the user, which is 
accepted by said server system; and said log information recording means 
records thereinto the terminal of the user who is classified into the second group 
as a subject of the log information to be recorded. Hirata shows a server system 
wherein said server system is further comprised of: log information recording 
means for recording thereon information related to the request for reading the file 
issued from the terminal of the user, which is accepted by said server system 
(e.g. col. 4, lines 57-62); and said log information recording means records 
thereinto the terminal of the user who is classified into the second group as a 
subject of the log information to be recorded (e.g. col. 7, lines 35-33). It would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine Rose with Hirata in order to achieve the means for saving 
the log information of the users. The log information can be analyzed for user 
usage-time and other useful statistics. 

12. As per claim 7, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 
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13. Claims 4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rose in view of Brown as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of 
Kong et al. (6,473,401 ) (hereinafter Kong). 

14. As per claim 4, Rose even when combined with Brown do not specifically 
teach a server system wherein: said server system is further comprised of: point 
applying means for applying an incentive point to the user, from whose terminal 
when accepted a request for reading a predetermined file issued; and said point 
applying means makes the user classified into the second group to be a point- 
applicable subject. Kong teaches a server system wherein: said server system is 
further comprised of: point applying means for applying an incentive point to the 
user, from whose terminal when accepted a request for reading a predetermined 
file issued (e.g. col. 3, lines 60-67); and said point applying means makes the 
user classified into the second group to be a point-applicable subject (e.g. col. 2, 
lines 7-1 1 ). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine Rose, Brown and Kong. The 
motivation would have been to allow the frequent users of the system to have an 
easier path to the server. Furthermore, they could be tagged and recognized for 
statistical analysis of the server resource usage. 

15. As per claim 8, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 

16. Applicant's arguments filed 3/01/2004 have been fully considered but are 
not persuasive. 
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17. In the remarks, applicants argued in substance that (1) Rose neither 
discloses nor suggests any relationship between the means for counting asset 
use and the means for classifying users. 

1 8. As to point (1 ) Rose shows classification means for classifying the user 
specified based on the accepted identification information into any one of 
predetermined plural groups in accordance with a counting result obtained by 
counting a number of the identification information storage means, which is 
agreed with the identification information of the user accepted by the 
identification information accepting means (e.g. col. 7, lines 25-50 "mmf_staff 
table" and col. 9, line 17, "mmf_asset table"). The classification information is 
tracked by the userjevel variable in mmf_staff table and the hit count (usage) for 
each user is tracked by the usage_count variable in mmf_asset table. 
Furthermore, Rose teaches about the different levels of user classification (e.g. 
col. 7, lines 51-65). The frequency of the use issue is addressed by Rose in the 
usage_count field (e.g. col. 10, lines 1-5). 

Conclusion 

1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
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action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Farhood Moslehi whose telephone number is 
703-305-8646. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on 703-305-8498. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




